Layer Masks

Layer masking is a collage technique used in Photoshop.  Masks preserve the original picture quality, while allowing you to blend two or more images together.  
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Open your first image and change your size to 4.5 x 6 inches 300 dpi. Make color adjustments as needed.

2. Move your second image into the background with the move tool.  Use COMM - T to transform your image to scale.  Create a layer mask for this image by clicking on the icon shown to the right. 
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First select your gradient tool from the tool box. 
 
Select the black to white gradient on the top tool bar, then click and drag on your image.  This will mask or “hide” a portion of your image with black, while revealing parts of the photo with white. 
     Second, grab your paint brush tool.  Make   

     sure you are selected on the layer mask 
thumbnail in your layers palette.  When 
you paint with black you are hiding areas 
of your image, when you paint with white 
you reveal parts of your image. 

4. Repeat steps 2-4 for your remaining images.  Zoom in and fine tune your 
masking.  Save as a .PSD, print one copy, and upload one copy to our  

Goggle classroom. 
Troubleshooting:
If your brush paints in color such as white, black or purple, then you are not selected on the mask thumbnail in your layers palette.  

Screen = Removes Black 
     Blend Modes   

Multiply = Removes White 
